Wheaton College 

Student Senate Resolution

April 24th, 2003

Whereas, in recent years, issues of corporate ethics and responsibility have risen to the forefront of national and international attention;

Whereas, the leakage of 40 tons of lethal Methyl Isocyanate gas from a Union Carbide factory in Bhopal, India, on the night of December 2, 1984, which led to the death of an estimated 8,000 people in the first three days and more than 20,000 to date, was made possible due to the failure of six safety systems at the Union Carbide plant, each of which was inoperative;

Whereas, in 1991, India’s Central Bureau of Investigation charged the Union Carbide Corporation and its officials, including then-CEO Warren Anderson, with culpable homicide and other offenses;

Whereas, 20,000 people in the vicinity of the Union Carbide factory continue to be exposed to toxic chemicals through soil and groundwater contamination which has not been remedied;

Whereas, Michigan-based corporation Dow Chemical, after purchasing Union Carbide in 2001, thereby acquiring its assets and liabilities, has refused to assume the environmental and criminal liabilities of Union Carbide related to the disaster in Bhopal;

Whereas, Dow has assumed and resolved Union Carbide’s asbestos-related liabilities in Texas, amounting to several hundred million dollars;

Whereas, the South Asian community is outraged by the continuing suffering of the people of Bhopal and feels that Wheaton should act to end the suffering;

Whereas, Wheaton College is not invested in Dow, accepts no money from the company, and has not for at least ten years, the College is free to condemn the dangerous chemical exposure that thousands of Bhopalis continue to face today;

Whereas, it would be unjust for Wheaton College, as an institution devoted to justice, equality and human rights, to condone the continued suffering of the people of Bhopal;

Whereas, were Wheaton to speak out on behalf of the people of Bhopal, it would inspire the victims, add to the pressure for a clean-up, and energize a growing movement for justice;

Resolved, that the SGA Senate of Wheaton College,

1.) Draft a letter calling on Dow Chemical to clean up Bhopal to US Superfund standards and send a letter to President Marshall encouraging her to do the same. 

� Enron, Worldcom, and Tyco serve as only three examples.


� Office of the Medical Commissioner of Bhopal, December 1999.


� As written about by the BBC. See http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/2240895.stm


� In 1999 local soil and groundwater testing revealed mercury levels 20,000 times higher than expected, and other cancer, brain-damage- and birth-defect-causing chemicals at levels up to 50 times higher than EPA safety limits. (The Bhopal Legacy, Greenpeace Research Laboratories, University of Exeter, November 1999.)


� Lawyers advise that under US and Indian corporate law, Dow’s claims that it possesses no environmental liability for the Bhopal disaster are “legal nonsense.” See http://www.greenpeaceusa.org/bhopal/


� These liabilities amounted to approximately $828 million (pretax) in the 4th quarter of 2002. See http://www.dow.com/financial/reports/02q4sum.htm. By way of comparison, technical guidelines drawn up by Greenpeace scientists in 2002 and handed over to Dow Chemical and the Indian government indicate that a cleanup of Bhopal would cost somewhat over $500 million. See http://www.greenpeaceusa.org/bhopal/





