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INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON BHOPAL, PESTICIDE AND CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY

Lomé, Togo : Today, the NGO Young Volonteers for the Environment (YVE) in co-operation with the International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal and Pesticides Action Network officially announces our support to the victims of the tragedy in Bhopal. Together with other countries worldwide (USA , Senegal..), Togo will also memorize this incident which took place twenty years ago and still causes deaths, handicapped, degradation of fertile soil and thereby the agricultural productivity ... The workshop will take place between 7-9 April 2005 highlighting the theme :  

« BHOPAL, PESTICIDE AND CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY »
In Kpémé : Conferences and debates on pesticides, public meetings, video presentation on the Bhopal tragedy and other cultural activities (theatre play)..

.

YVE is a non-profit, non-governmental organization that operates solely though the work of young volunteers in Togo. The projects implemented by YVE aim at providing the youth of Togo with a better education and therefore the means to improve their way of life and environment. YVE is a nation-wide NGO with 20 functional local representations in various cities in Togo. International branches in Benin, Ghana, Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Guinea and Democratic Republic of Congo makes YVE the biggest voluntarily NGO for young people in the subregion

Bhopal : town in India where the disaster which took place at the pesticide plant owned by the American company Union Carbide will, for a long time again, bring unfortunate memories in  people’s mind. A leakage of a toxic gas caused by insecure operation of the plant process resulted in 8000 died after three days and 520 000 persons affected. Even if it is over 20 years ago, 150 000 persons are suffering from chronicle diseases as a consequence of the accident. However, the owners of Union Carbide eventually operated an ‘intentional’ fusion with another company, Dow Chemical thus abandoning their responsibility as the source of the disaster.  

This year, the NGO YVE will memorize this incident in Kpémé, the first event to draw the attention of the international community, governments and the population on the huge ecological tragedies as a result of industrial companies’ lack of responsibility.  The social injustice caused by human negligence or greed and the environmental damages use of pesticides claim an immediate change of policy of togolese and global companies. The population of Kpémé suffers from the impoverishing of the land left aside from phosphate mines exploitation – they will be given the opportunity to have their voice heard and show their solidarity with the Bhopal victims during this event. 

Protect our environment – a sustainable development for a better tomorrow !
* * *           

