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Toppling Dow Executives: On May 6, 2006, SfB started a fax campaign against Harold Shapiro, ex-president of Michigan and Princeton universities and a member of the Dow Board of Directors. Five days later, Shapiro had resigned. We have seen this before. Nine days after a videotaped confrontation with SfB, Michael Parker, CEO of Dow, was fired.





Right to Justice:  In March 2006, Bhopal survivors walked 500 grueling miles to New Delhi to meet the Prime Minister and demand justice.  First, the government ignored them; then they let the riot police loose. Outraged SfB activists organized a worldwide protest with emails, faxes, phone calls and demonstrations. Twenty members of the US Congress wrote a letter of support. The pressure worked.  On April 17, the Prime Minister met the survivors and agreed to 4 of their 6 demands.





No Objection Certificate: In 2004, SfB forced the Indian government to reverse its stand and write it had ‘no objection’ US prosecution of a civil case regarding the contamination in Bhopal. This letter allowed the survivors to proceed with their lawsuit against Union Carbide.





Expelling Dow From Campus: At universities of Michigan, California-Berkeley and Texas-Austin and Wheaton College, student governments have passed SfB-sponsored resolutions condemning Dow and urging their schools to sever all ties with the company.
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Our Mission Statement: Students for Bhopal is an international network of students and supporters working in solidarity with the survivors of the Bhopal disaster in their struggle for justice. As a part of the International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal (ICJB), we use education, grassroots organizing and non-violent direct action to pressure Dow Chemical and the Indian Government to uphold the Bhopalis' demand for justice, and their fundamental human right to live free of chemical poison. SfB also works directly to improve the condition of Bhopal's survivors. Our role is to empower and train youth as leaders in the worldwide movement to end this crime against humanity. We all live in Bhopal and we will not rest without justice in Bhopal!





We are active in more than 50 high schools, colleges and universities in the US. We are supported by chapters of the Association for India's Development (AID), Amnesty International, Sierra Student Coalition, SEAC, and the Campus Greens.





�





March 24, 2006: SfB members demonstrate at the Indian Embassy in Washington, DC.
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Education: Spread awareness about the disaster in your school and community.





Use It Or Lose It:  If your school owns stock in Dow, ask them to use it or lose it – use it to vote in favor of the Bhopal Shareholder’s Resolution or lose it through divestment.





Expel Dow from Your School: Dow buys influence at colleges and universities with donations that total more than $60 million. Find out whether your university accepts funding from Dow. If so, tell them to turn it down until Dow gets its priorities straight.





Don't Work for Dirty Dow: Every year Dow recruits at schools across the country. Challenge Dow at recruitment events. Ask potential recruits to sign the "Don't Work for Dirty Dow" pledge.





Dow Board of Directors: Dow’s Board of Directors is its ultimate decision-making body should be held accountable. If a Dow Board member lives nearby or has close ties with your university, tell him/her to end the chemical terror in Bhopal.





Pressure the Government of India: The Indian Government has played a leading role in the oppression of its own citizens. Join the Bhopal survivors in demanding justice - and force the Government to take action.





City Council Resolutions: Ask your City Council to pass a resolution supporting the Bhopal campaign.





Public Shareholder Activism: Your city or state has a pension fund for public employees, and it may be invested in Dow. Find out – and if so, tell them to use their shares to support the Bhopal Shareholder Resolution.





Fundraising: Money is always a nice thing to have, especially when you’re battling a $40 billion company. Host a benefit concert, a silent auction, or a community drive to support the struggle for justice in Bhopal.

















The Dow Chemical Company must:


Present Union Carbide to face trial in Bhopal.


Provide long-term medical care to survivors.


Clean up toxic wastes and contaminated groundwater in and around the factory site. 


Provide income opportunities to survivors who cannot work and financial support to their families.





The Government of India must:


Pursue the pending criminal case against Dow/Carbide; support the lawsuit filed against Dow/Carbide in the US by survivors; ask the US govt. to extradite Warren Anderson.


Publish the results of all 24 research studies done by the Indian Council of Medical Research on the health effects of exposure to Carbide's gases.


Assess and claim damages from Union Carbide-Dow Chemical for the contamination of groundwater and soil in and around the factory.


Freeze Dow Chemical's business in India as long as it flouts Indian law.


Include Bhopal in school curricula and include survivors in any planning for a disaster memorial.





The State Government of Madhya Pradesh must:


Supply safe drinking water from the Kolar Reservoir to affected communities.


Provide free treatment to patients from communities affected by ground water contamination and children born to exposed parents in gas rahat hospitals.


Present a White Paper on expenditures made, programs carried out and results with regard to the relief and rehabilitation of the survivors.





The United States Government Must:


Extradite Warren Anderson, ex-CEO of Union Carbide and the company itself to stand trial in the India.


�

















The 1984 gas leak in Bhopal, India, the “Hiroshima of the chemical industry,” remains the worst industrial disaster in human history. Shortly after midnight on Dec. 3rd, a pesticide factory owned by Union Carbide spewed more than 27 tons of toxic gases out across the sleeping city immediately killing thousands. The tragedy did not end there. Even today, 15 to 30 people die each month due to complications from the exposure. The death toll is now over 22,000. More than 120,000 are still sick, many permanently disabled. 





Carbide's greed had doomed Bhopal from the start. They experimented with unproven technologies and cut costs by compromising on safety. On the night of the gas leak, not a single one of the six safety systems was functional. Instead of accepting responsibility, Carbide fled India, leaving behind a site so contaminated that its chemicals have seeped into the groundwater. Lead and mercury have been found in women's breast milk, putting future generations in peril. Birth defects, tuberculosis, and cancers are on the rise.





Keen on projecting an investor-friendly image, the Indian government secretly negotiated a $470 million settlement with Carbide. This is a travesty of justice as most survivors got less than $500, a pittance even by Indian standards. More money was spent on individual seagulls and seals after the Exxon Valdez spill. Even so, years later, the compensation fund has not been fully distributed. Ignoring global protests, Dow Chemical Co. acquired Union Carbide in 2001. Dow has refused to accept Carbide's liabilities. For the past two decades, the survivors have been struggling against a formidable alliance of Union Carbide, Dow and the Indian and US government. 





Yet, the quest for justice continues. And the Bhopalis are not alone in their struggle. Thousands of people are coming together in schools, factories and communities throughout the world recognizing that chemical disasters and contamination are part of the status quo for the chemical industry, and that we all live in Bhopal. The justice that has been so long delayed in Bhopal will not be denied.
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"We are not expendable. We are not flowers offered at the altar of profit and power. We are dancing flames committed to conquering darkness and to challenging those who threaten the planet and the magic and mystery of life." -- Rashida Bee, gas survivor, receiving the prestigious 2004 Goldman Environmental Prize.
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