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Bhopal Advocates Protest against Tata
Demand that Tata not let Dow Chemical off the hook

April 6 2006, Place: Expressing solidarity with the victims of the 1984 gas leak tragedy in Bhopal, on April 6th activists from Students for Bhopal will protest against the multinational Indian conglomerate Tata Group in more than seven cities across the USA having Tata offices including Seattle, San Francisco, San Diego, Cincinnati, Atlanta, Boston, and New York. This is to demand that their chairman Ratan Tata withdraw his extra-legal attempt to shelter Dow Chemical from its liability in the Bhopal Gas Disaster. The campaign will take place outside the regional Tata offices and will be marked by vibrant protests with banners and placards. 

The protest is a response to Ratan Tata’s letter to the Indian government in January offering to set up a trust fund with contribution from other corporations to clean up the contamination in [image: image2.png]


Bhopal, thereby freeing Union Carbide and its parent firm Dow Chemicals of the US of its legal responsibility. 
In December 1984, a poisonous gas leak from Union Carbide's pesticide factory in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, claimed at least 22,000 lives and caused injuries to many more over the years later. Several thousand tonnes of the toxic waste abandoned at the factory site has contaminated the groundwater in the area. 
The survivors and campaigners have opposed the Tata plan as they insist that Dow Chemicals itself should clean up the site, as required under the law. They believe Tata hopes to help Dow Chemical rid itself of its unresolved liability. Dow will then be able to do business freely in India, while continuing to disregard the legal actions against it. According to Bhopal survivor Rashida Bee, “Union Carbide is a criminal corporation that is absconding from Indian courts. Its new owner is sheltering it. It is disgraceful to see Ratan Tata openly serving as an agent to a company that ran away after causing the world's worst industrial disaster.”
The survivors also believe that Ratan Tata lacks the credibility to lead a clean-up effort because of the long list of polluted places his company is responsible for, such as Sukhinda, Orissa and Patancheru near Hyderabad. To ensure that an adequate and legal clean up can occur without impediment, protestors demand that Tata take back their unjustifiable offer. Sandhya Banda, member of the Seattle Coalition for Justice in Bhopal, asserts “If the Tata Group really wanted to help the Bhopalis, it would pressure Dow Chemical to clean up Bhopal now.”
