“Exposure: Portrait of a Corporate Crime”
Photographs of Bhopal by Raghu Rai 
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March 30 - April 12, 8 AM - Midnight. 

Reception: Saturday, April 5, 6:30 PM 

Pierpont Commons Piano Lounge (Free) 

Raghu Rai is internationally recognized as India's most distinguished photographer.

***

His photographs have appeared in such publications as India Today, Time, The New York Times, Paris Match, and National Geographic, and he has won Nikon Photo Awards numerous times.

***
The images that he took in Bhopal on Dec. 3rd, 1984, the morning after the gas leak, documented the horror and captured a community in trauma. His photos offer a unique insight into the human and environmental impacts of the Bhopal disaster, and have become famous worldwide.

***
His exhibition documents the immediate aftermath of the explosion and the ongoing struggle of the survivors, and although it has been shown in such places as Bombay, Johannesburg, and Sao Paulo, it has               

never before been seen in the U.S.

------------------------------------------------

On December 3rd, 1984, a Union Carbide plant in Bhopal, India, began leaking 40 tons of methyl isocyanate, a deadly gas. None of the plant’s safety systems were operational, allowing the gas to spread throughout the city. Roughly half a million people were exposed to the gas and 20,000 have died to date as a result of their exposure. More than 120,000 people still suffer from such ailments as blindness, extreme difficulty in breathing, and gynecological disorders. The site has never been properly cleaned up and it continues to poison the people of Bhopal. In 2001, the Dow Chemical Corporation purchased Union Carbide, thereby acquiring its assets and liabilities. However Dow has refused to clean up the site, provide safe drinking water, compensate the victims, or disclose the composition of the gas leak, information that could potentially save many lives.
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