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STUDENTS QUARANTINE DOW LABORATORY, 

CALL FOR UNIVERSITY TO DISASSOCIATE FROM DOW

Today at 1:30 PM, several members of Justice for Bhopal, a University of Michigan student group and member of the International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal (ICJB), quarantined the Dow Laboratory Building on central campus. The Dow Laboratory was largely funded by contributions from the Dow Chemical Company, one of the largest chemical corporations in the world and a heavy contributor to the University of Michigan. Although Dow has donated millions of dollars to the University of Michigan, the company has steadfastly refused to spend any money to clean up contamination in Bhopal, India, for which it is responsible. 

In 1984, a chemical leak at a Union Carbide factory in Bhopal, India, exposed more than half a million people to deadly gases. Twenty-thousand people have died to date as a result, and 120,000 people are still suffering from the aftereffects of their exposure. The site, which has never been cleaned up, continues to poison the residents of Bhopal. Groundwater poses a particular hazard: cancer and brain-damage- and birth-defect-causing chemicals have contaminated the water and those who drink it. Testing has revealed that mercury levels in the drinking water approach 6 million times those expected, and levels of trichloroethene, a chemical that can impair fetal development, exceed EPA safety standards by a factor of 50. 

In 2001, Michigan-based chemical corporation Dow Chemical purchased Union Carbide, thereby acquiring its assets and liabilities. However Dow has refused to clean up the site, provide safe drinking water, compensate the victims, or disclose the composition of the gas leak, information that could potentially save many lives.

Dressed in white bio-hazard suits and white face masks, Justice for Bhopal members advised students that entry into the Dow Laboratory Building might be unsafe, given Dow’s history of environmental contamination. Other members, dressed as waiters, offered “Bhopal water” to passers-by. Told that the water contained a hazardous mix of chemicals, carcinogens, and heavy metals, students were required to sign a liability waiver in order to sample it. Not surprisingly, most declined. 

“Dow’s refusal to provide safe drinking water to the people of Bhopal is truly shocking,” said Nidhip Patel, co-facilitator of the Justice for Bhopal group. “The University of Michigan should wash its hands of the company; every dollar that we accept from Dow is a dollar that’s not being spent to clean up the contamination or protect the health of the people of Bhopal. Too many people have died for the University to continue its business-as-usual.”
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