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DOW BOARD MEMBER REFUSES TO ACCEPT CONTAMINATED WATER FROM BHOPAL ON 19TH ANNIVERSARY

December 3, 2003; Lake Forest, Illinois, USA – Yesterday, on the 19th anniversary of the Bhopal disaster, James Ringler, a member of Dow’s Board of Directors, refused to accept a delivery of contaminated Bhopal drinking water from four activists from the Association For India’s Development (AID) Milwaukee chapter. Students also “returned” samples of contaminated water to ten other Dow Board members across the country on the anniversary, marking the most widespread student protests that the company has faced since the Vietnam War. Mr. Ringler made clear in his brief conversation with the activists that they were not welcome, and asked them to leave his premises. 

On December 3rd, 1984, a toxic cloud of gas from the Union Carbide plant in Bhopal, India, enveloped the surrounding city, leaving thousands dead. More than 20,000 have died to date – the population of Lake Forest where James Ringler lives. More than 120,000 people still suffer from severe health problems as a result of their exposure. Chemicals and heavy metals that Union Carbide abandoned at the site—including mercury, trichloroethene, chloroform, and lead—have contaminated the water supply for 20,000 Bhopal residents. 

Despite acquiring Union Carbide, in 2001 Dow Chemical has refused to address Carbide’s pending liabilities in Bhopal, including medical and economic rehabilitation of victims, clean up of toxic wastes and contaminated groundwater, and provision of safe drinking water. Union Carbide is a proclaimed fugitive from justice for its failure to appear in Indian courts to face trial for manslaughter since 1992. 

“If Dow Chemical insists on continuing to ignore the contamination and suffering in Bhopal, we will bring the toxic chemicals to them,” said Kamayani Keki, a volunteer with Milwaukee AID and one of the organizers of the event. “We’re here because 20,000 people have died due this accident and many more reduced to lives of disability, dependence and misery, because of exposure to the gas. Dow Chemical needs to take responsibility for these people.”

Eighteen members of US Congress including Rep. Jan Schakowsky, agree. In a letter to Dow the Congressional members called Dow subsidiary, Union Carbide, an “absconder from justice” and described Dow’s refusal to deal with the tragedy as a, “blatant disregard for the law.” The Congressional members concluded that, “The disaster in Bhopal continues, and is likely to worsen if Dow Chemical does not step forward to fulfill its responsibilities.” 

“We’re not going to allow Dow Chemical to get away with this callous act,” said Ashish one of the AID volunteers at the delivery “Dow’s crimes in Bhopal have cost tens of thousands of people their health and their lives. Bhopal represents one horrendous example of a renegade industry that refuses to take responsibility for its actions."

Supporters of the cause will also deliver samples of Bhopal’s contaminated water to Dow Board members Arnold Allemang (Midland, MI), Jackie Barton (San Marino, CA), Anthony Carbone (Midland, MI), Willie Davis (Playa Del Rey, CA), Barbara Franklin

(Washington, DC), Keith McKennon (Portland, OR), J. Pedro Reinhard (Midland, MI), James Ringler (Lake Forest, IL), Harold Shapiro (Princeton, NJ), William Stavropoulos (Midland, MI), and Paul Stern (Potomac, MD).

People from more than a dozen countries are expected to participate in the Global Day of Action in solidarity against the criminal abuse of corporate power. At least 12 towns and cities in India, including Bhopal, have expressed their intent to take action around the Bhopal anniversary; trade unions and community organizations in Britain, Germany, Sri

Lanka, Lebanon, the United States, and Canada have also planned events.

MORE INFO: www.studentsforbhopal.org; www.bhopal.net
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