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DOW GRIM REAPER TO CULL BROWN STUDENT BODY ON HALLOWEEN

AS PART OF A NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION FOR BHOPAL

This Friday afternoon, Halloween Day, students from BEAN, Artstorm, and other campus groups will take part in a national Day of Action against Michigan-based Dow Chemical, the largest chemical corporation in the world. Students from half a dozen other colleges will also be taking part in the Day of Action, which calls on Dow to accept its moral and legal responsibility for the Bhopal disaster, the worst industrial disaster in human history.

On December 3rd, 1984, a Union Carbide plant in Bhopal, India, began leaking 40 tons of methyl isocyanate, a deadly gas. None of the plant’s safety systems were operational, allowing the gas to spread throughout the city. Roughly half a million people were exposed to the gas and 20,000 have died to date as a result of their exposure. More than 120,000 people still suffer from such ailments as blindness, extreme difficulty in breathing, cancer, and gynecological disorders. The site has never been properly cleaned up and it continues to poison the people of Bhopal. In 2001, the Dow Chemical Corporation purchased Union Carbide, thereby acquiring its assets and liabilities. However Dow has refused to clean up the site, provide safe drinking water, compensate the victims, or disclose the composition of the gas leak, information that could potentially save many lives. Ten to fifteen people continue to die each month in Bhopal as a result of the disaster and the ongoing chemical contamination.

Students will meet on Thursday night to sketch chalk body outlines around the College Green. Inside the outlines, the students will write the name of a Bhopal victim and the words “Dow Shall Not Kill,” the slogan that united thousands of college students against Dow Chemical during the Vietnam War, due to its production of Agent Orange and Napalm. The students will also take turns on Friday donning a Grim Reaper costume with the Dow Chemical logo painted on the back. Dow’s Grim Reaper will be handing out pink “death” slips throughout Halloween day, which explain to its victims how they have died and why. Dow’s Grim Reaper will cull 186 students from the Brown student body: an equivalent proportion of Bhopal’s 1984 population of 800,000 have died because of the disaster and subsequent contamination.

“We feel that Halloween is the perfect time to highlight the unholy alliance that Dow and Death seem to have made,” declared Mika Nagasaki, a sophomore at Brown. “Dow maximizes its profits by contributing to the deaths of thousands of people throughout the world, and Death is only too happy to collect these victims before their time. Dow’s legacy of contamination and death must come to an end; by refusing to take action in Bhopal, Dow is condemning thousands more to an untimely end.”
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