Petition

To President Coleman and the Regents of the University of Michigan

We, the undersigned members of the University of Michigan community, are appalled by the continuing human tragedy in Bhopal, India. 20,000 people have died and more than 120,000 people were maimed as a result of the 1984 chemical accident. Thousands of victims never received any compensation and the site, which was never properly cleaned up, continues to poison people every day. Although Dow assumed all liability for the accident following their purchase of Union Carbide, they have consistently refused to either clean up the site or to provide just compensation to the victims. In doing so we feel that Dow is shirking its responsibility and condemning literally thousands to further pain, suffering and death.

 

We, the undersigned, ask the University of Michigan to:

· Publicly call on the Dow Corporation to clean up both the former Union Carbide site in Bhopal, India, and its dioxin contamination of the Tittabawassee River floodplain, to US Superfund standards and Michigan’s 90 ppt dioxin cleanup standard, respectively.
· Refuse any and all donations from the Dow Corporation or its associated foundations above and beyond that which the company spends to clean up the Bhopal site on an annual basis, until the site has been cleaned to U.S. Superfund standards.
 

Because:

· The University, as an institution that accepts money that might otherwise be spent in cleaning up the contamination in the Tittabawassee River watershed and Bhopal, has a special obligation to condemn Dow's unwillingness to clean up either site to U.S. Superfund standards.

· Many University of Michigan students are from the Tittabawassee River watershed and thus are directly impacted by Dow's contamination of the region with dioxin.

· It would be unjust for the University to accept money from the Dow Corporation when that money could be better spent in providing safe drinking water and a clean environment to the survivors of the Bhopal tragedy.
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