Petition

To President Coleman and the Regents of the University of Michigan

On the night of Dec. 2nd and 3rd, 1984, a Union Carbide plant in Bhopal, India, began leaking 40 tons of the deadly gas methyl isocyanate. None of the six safety systems designed to contain such a leak were operational, and the gas spread through the city of Bhopal.
 Half a million people were exposed to the gas and 20,000 have died to date as a result of their exposure. More than 120,000 people still suffer from ailments caused by the accident and the subsequent pollution at the plant site. These ailments include blindness, extreme difficulty in breathing, and gynecological disorders. The site has never been properly cleaned up and it continues to poison the residents of Bhopal. In 1999, local groundwater and wellwater testing near the site of the accident revealed mercury at levels between 20,000 and 6 million times those expected. Cancer and brain-damage- and birth-defect-causing chemicals were found in the water; trichloroethene, a chemical that has been shown to impair fetal development, was found at levels 50 times higher than EPA safety limits.
Testing published in a 2002 report revealed poisons such as 1,3,5 trichlorobenzene, dichloromethane, chloroform, lead and mercury in the breast milk of nursing women.
 In 2001, Michigan-based chemical corporation Dow Chemical purchased Union Carbide, thereby acquiring its assets and liabilities. Dow Chemical has refused to clean up the site, provide safe drinking water, compensate the victims, or disclose the composition of the gas leak, information that doctors could use to properly treat the victims.
 


I, the undersigned professor of the University of Michigan, ask the University to:

· Publicly call on the Dow Corporation to clean up both the former Union Carbide site in Bhopal, India, and its dioxin contamination of the Tittabawassee River floodplain, to U.S. Superfund standards and Michigan’s 90 ppt dioxin cleanup standard, respectively.
Because:

1. The University has an obligation to make its views known on the subject in light of the “strong partnership the University and Dow Chemical have enjoyed over the years.”

2. The University, as an institution that accepts money that might otherwise be spent in cleaning up the contamination in the Tittabawassee River watershed and Bhopal, has a special obligation to condemn Dow's unwillingness to clean up either site to U.S. Superfund standards.

3. Many University of Michigan students are from the Tittabawassee River watershed and thus are directly impacted by Dow's contamination of the region with dioxin.

4. The University, as an institution that has studied the public health impacts of chemical exposure, is uniquely able to condemn the unnecessary exposure of tens of thousands to hazardous chemical compounds.

· Refuse any and all donations from the Dow Corporation or its directly associated foundations above and beyond that which the company spends to clean up the Bhopal site on an annual basis, until the site has been cleaned to U.S. Superfund standards.
Because:
1. It would be hypocritical for the University, as an institution devoted to justice, equality, and human rights, to accept money from a company that steadfastly refuses to remediate the environmental and health effects of its own pollution.

2. It would be unjust for the University to accept money from the Dow Corporation when that money could be better spent in providing safe drinking water and a clean environment to the survivors of the Bhopal tragedy.

3. The University, as an institution of high reputation, should not associate itself with a company that has poisoned tens of thousands of Michigan residents with dioxin, and that has refused to clean up chemical contamination in Bhopal that plagues thousands more, until it has taken positive and concrete steps to clean up this contamination to the standards mentioned above.
 
Please note: your signature entails no personal obligation, but all signatures will eventually be presented to the University of Michigan.
  Date                           Name                                        Department                                     Title                                 Office Phone

                                       Signature                                                                                                    Check here if you do not want your 

                                                                                                                                                        name released publicly as a signatory
� Dominique Lapierre and Javier Moro. Five Past Midnight in Bhopal. (Warner Books, 2002)


� http://www.bhopal.net/campaigningresources/final-info-releases-jpegs/final-info-releases_17.jpg.


� Surviving Bhopal 2002: Toxic Present Toxic Future, report published January 2002 by the Fact-Finding Mission on Bhopal (FFMB). 


� More information about the Bhopal accident can be found at www.bhopal.net.


� Press Release: University of Michigan News and Information Services, 2000.





