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Whereas, in recent years, issues of corporate ethics and responsibility have risen to the forefront of national and international attention,

Whereas, divestment from the tobacco industry and the creation of a labor Code of Conduct illustrate the University of Michigan's leadership in encouraging corporate responsibility and ethics,
Whereas, the leakage of 40 tons of lethal Methyl Isocyanate gas from a Union Carbide factory in Bhopal, India, on the night of December 2, 1984, which led to the death of an estimated 8,000 people in the first three days and more than 20,000 to date, was made possible due to the failure of six safety systems at the Union Carbide plant, each of which was inoperative,

Whereas, in 1991, India’s Central Bureau of Investigation charged the Union Carbide Corporation and its officials, including then-CEO Warren Anderson, with culpable homicide and other offenses,

Whereas, 20,000 people in the vicinity of the Union Carbide factory continue to be exposed to toxic chemicals through soil and groundwater contamination which has not been remedied,

Whereas, Michigan-based corporation Dow Chemical, after purchasing Union Carbide in 2001, thereby acquiring its assets and liabilities, has refused to assume the environmental and criminal liabilities of Union Carbide related to the disaster in Bhopal,

Whereas,  Dow has assumed and resolved Union Carbide’s asbestos-related liabilities in Texas, amounting to several hundred million dollars,

Whereas, Dow has resisted cleaning up the Tittabawassee River floodplain in Michigan, contaminated by dioxin as a result of its operations, to Michigan’s 90 parts per trillion dioxin standard,

Whereas, 534 University of Michigan students are from counties in the Tittabawassee River floodplain in Michigan, and 407 University of Michigan students are international students from India,

Whereas, the University, as an institution which studies the public health impacts of hazardous chemicals,
 has the authority to render qualified assessments of the public health consequences of chemical exposure,

Whereas, the University has a “strong partnership” with Dow Chemical,
 a partnership that has included millions of dollars in donations from Dow to the University,

Whereas, the University accepts money from Dow that the corporation might otherwise have spent to provide safe drinking water and a healthy environment for the survivors of the Bhopal disaster and the residents of the Tittabawassee River floodplain,

Therefore be it resolved, that the Michigan Student Assembly calls upon the President and Regents of the University of Michigan to write a public letter to Dow, asking that it clean up the contaminated site in Bhopal, India, and the Tittabawassee River floodplain contamination in Michigan, to United States Superfund standards and Michigan's 90 ppt dioxin cleanup standard, respectively.

Therefore be it further resolved, that the Environmental Issues Commission will send a letter along with sufficient documentation to the President, the Regents of the University, and to Deans of Schools and Colleges who receive funding from the Dow Corporation on behalf of the Michigan Student Assembly, urging the University to reject all donations from Dow Chemical or its directly associated foundations in excess of that which the corporation spends to clean up the Bhopal site on an annual basis, until such time as the site has been cleaned to United States Superfund standards.
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� Enron, Worldcom, and Tyco serve as only three examples.


� Office of the Medical Commissioner of Bhopal, December 1999.


� As written about by the BBC. See http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/2240895.stm


� In 1999 local soil and groundwater testing revealed mercury levels 20,000 times higher than expected, and other cancer, brain-damage- and birth-defect-causing chemicals at levels up to 50 times higher than EPA safety limits. (The Bhopal Legacy, Greenpeace Research Laboratories, University of Exeter, November 1999.)


� Lawyers advise that under US and Indian corporate law, Dow’s claims that it possesses no environmental liability for the Bhopal disaster are “legal nonsense.” See http://www.greenpeaceusa.org/bhopal/


� These liabilities amounted to approximately $828 million (pretax) in the 4th quarter of 2002. See http://www.dow.com/financial/reports/02q4sum.htm. By way of comparison, technical guidelines drawn up by Greenpeace scientists in 2002 and handed over to Dow Chemical and the Indian government indicate that a cleanup of Bhopal would cost somewhat over $500 million. See http://www.greenpeaceusa.org/bhopal/


� As reported in the Detroit Free Press 12/20/02. Department of Environmental Quality testing has revealed levels of dioxin in the Tittabawassee River sediments as high as 7200 ppt, well in excess of the state’s 90 ppt dioxin cleanup standard. However how much of this contamination will be cleaned up remains uncertain. In a deal that the EPA and many DEQ employees opposed, the Michigan DEQ and Dow sought to raise the state’s 90 ppt dioxin standard to 831 ppt. In an Oct. 11, 2002, e-mail to DEQ Deputy Director Art Nash, the Free Press reports that Assistant Attorney General Robert Reichel wrote that "Simply put, the very essence of the proposed order is illegal." See http://www.freep.com/news/mich/diox20_20021220.htm


� Winter Term, 2003. See http://www.umich.edu/~regoff/report/03wn115.pdf


� Dow has itself contributed to this research. In 1996, Dow contributed $1.2 million to the University’s School of Public Health (Press Release, University of Michigan News and Information Services, 1996). The money endowed a professorship that would examine “the health effects, risks and benefits of chemicals in the environment” (emphasis added). Given Dow’s environmental history—which includes Napalm, Dursban, and Agent Orange as well as the contamination in Midland and Bhopal—it’s easy to infer their interest in science that documents the benefits of chemicals in the environment. See http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/1996/Mar96/r032096.html


� Press Release, University of Michigan News and Information Services, 2000. Available at http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2000/Sep00/r091900c.html.


� More than $10 million in total gifts, as of September of 2000. Dow is one of only 26 University donors to have achieved the highest level of recognition that the University has to offer. See http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2000/Sep00/r091900c.html.





