No 775/1025/2004/47

Government of Madhya Pradesh

Bhopal Gas Tragedy Relief & Rehabilitation Deptt.

Mantralaya, Vallabh Bhavan, Bhopal

From:


Iqbal Ahmed


Principal Secretary,


Govt. of MP


Bhopal Gas Tragedy Relief & Rehabilitation Deptt.

To:


The Secretary,


Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizer


Government of India.


Shastri Bhawan


New Delhi

Bhopal, dated 7th June, 2004

Sub: Regarding submission of NOC in the American Court for disposal of Toxic        Chemicals at Union Carbide plant site at Bhopal.


Sir,


Please find enclosed herewith an uncertified copy of the order passed by the United States Court of Appeals dated 17.03.2004. The court has passed this order on application filed by Non Government Organizations in reference to their personal injury and other claims as a result of Toxic chemicals lying in the Union Carbide premises. Greenpeace organization has also requested the Govt of M.P to file an application in the aforesaid court that the state government has no objection if the American court orders for remediation of Union Carbide plant site i.e for the disposal of toxic chemicals.

2. It is submitted that the toxic waste lying at Union carbide Plant site is a matter of serious concern for the Government of Madhya Pradesh and the people of Bhopal, especially those living in the vicinity. Therefore it will be in larger public interest that the toxic waste from this site is removed and disposed off properly at the earliest. In view of this the Government of Madhya Pradesh has ‘no objection’ if the American Court orders the Union Carbide for the removal and proper disposal of the toxic waste. However as the Government of India is the competent authority for taking action in regard to any claim rights and liabilities related to and arising out of Bhopal Gas Leak Tragedy, it is requested that the Government of India should consider the application of Greenpeace and take further appropriate action in the matter. It is also submitted that if the Government of India agrees with the views of the State Government, the no objection on behalf of the Government of Madhya Pradesh may kindly be communicated by the Government of India with the following conditions:-

1) The Government of Madhya Pradesh shall not be impleaded as a party

2) Disposal of toxic chemicals shall be done as per the norms parameters laid down by specialized organization of Govt of India (Central Pollution Control Board) for this purpose

3) The Union Carbide shall be held responsible for any damages caused to life and property in the process of disposal

4) The State Government shall not bear any financial burden for this purpose. The disposal of the chemical waste shall be at the cost of Union Carbide.

Yours faithfully,

Iqbal Ahmed

