Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:




CONTACT: Tara Stahl

Friday, November 19, 2004





PHONE: 309-452-5868










E-MAIL: tjstahl@ilstu.edu
ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS CHALLENGE THE ACTIONS OF DOW CHEMICAL ON THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BHOPAL TRAGEDY

On Friday, December 3, 2004, a group of Illinois State University students will hold a demonstration on ISU’s quad from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.  The goal of the demonstration is to educate others about the actions of Dow Chemical Corporation, and protest the company’s unwillingness to correct the damage it has caused.

On December 3, 1984, a Union Carbide plant in Bhopal, India, began leaking 40 tons of methyl isocyanate, a deadly gas.  None of the plant’s safety systems were operational, allowing the gas to spread throughout the city.  Roughly half a million people were exposed to the gas and 20,000 have died to date as a result of their exposure.  More than 120,000 people still suffer from such ailments as blindness, extreme difficulty in breathing, and gynecological disorders.  The site has never been properly cleaned up and it continues to poison the people of Bhopal.  In 2001, the Dow Chemical Corporation purchased Union Carbide, thereby acquiring its assets and liabilities.  However Dow has refused to clean up the site, provide safe drinking water, compensate the victims, or disclose the composition of the gas leak, information that could potentially save lives.

The demonstration at ISU will simulate the deadly gas leak and how it affected those that were exposed, as well as pay tribute to those who have lost their lives as a result of this tragedy.  Students will also be asking others to sign a petition that expresses concern about the issue that will later be sent to Dow Chemical Corporation’s board of directors.  The students participating in the demonstration are currently studying the issue of corporate social responsibility in Dr. Dale Fitzgibbons’ MQM 385 class, and see this as a way to encourage corporations to be more socially responsible.
