@ongress of the United States
Washington, AC 20515

July 18, 2003

Mr. William Stavropoulos
Chairman and CEO

The Dow Chemical Company
2030 Dow Center

Midland, Michigan 48674

Dear Mr. Stavropoulos:

In February 2001, the Dow Chemical Company acquired Union Carbide Corporation, the
company responsible for the 1984 gas disaster in Bhopal, India, which killed thousands of people
and injured several hundred thousand more.

Even at the time of acquisition, survivors of the Bhopal disaster and their supporters worldwide,
including in the US, warned Dow against acquiring Union Carbide because of the liabilities
pending against Union Carbide.

1. Union Carbide is an absconder from justice, having failed to face criminal charges against the
company in the Chief Judicial Magistrate's court, when charges were pressed against it for
manslaughter, among other crimes. To date, no representative of Union Carbide Corporation has
appeared in court to face these charges.

2. The thousands of tons of toxic waste dumped by Union Carbide in and around its factory site
from 1967 onwards remains abandoned to this day. Many of these toxins have migrated into the
local groundwater and are showing up in the breast milk of mothers living around the factory.
Union Carbide failed to restore the factory site to its original condition as required by its lease
agreement with the local Madhya Pradesh State Government.

The disaster in Bhopal continues, and is likely to worsen if Dow Chemical does not step forward
to fulfill its responsibilities. It is disheartening to note that a company such as Dow, who
professes to lead the chemical industry towards "responsible care" shies away from its
obligations when truly responsible care can be demonstrated. More disturbing is the manner in
which Union Carbide and Dow Chemical have ignored the summons of the Bhopal court. This
exposes a blatant disregard for the law.

By refusing to address the liabilities it inherited in Bhopal via its acquisition of Union Carbide,
Dow Chemical is party to the ongoing human rights and environmental abuses in Bhopal. Dow
Chemical should immediately take steps towards reparations in Bhopal by:

a) Ensuring the appearance of a Union Carbide representative at the ongoing criminal case in
Bhopal, India.
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b) Meeting the demands of the survivors for medical and economic rehabilitation.
¢) Cleaning up the contamination in and around the factory site and the p01soned groundwater,
and providing alternative supplies of freshwater to the affected communities in the interim.

We look forward to hearing from you regarding plans to meet those responsibilities.

Sincerely,
Dé&nnis J. Kucitfh ch Frhnk Pallone
Member of Congress Member of Congress,
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Hilda Solis
Member of Congress
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Ma\icé Hinchey
Member of Congress
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Edward Markey
Member of Congress

Donald Payne
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress




