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IN CITY COUNCIL

 

Monday, September 25, 2006
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COUNCILLOR DAVIS , Councilor Decker, Vice President Tim Toomey
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WHEREAS:

On December 3, 1984, the world's worst chemical disaster took place in Bhopal, India, when a Union Carbide Corporation chemical plant unleashed a cloud of deadly chemicals that killed more than 3,000 people in a single night, and has been responsible for over 20,000 deaths since; and

WHEREAS,
Union Carbide Corporation ignored numerous warnings from its own workers, union leaders, and safety inspectors, as well as journalists, that the plant had the potential to kill thousands in the years leading up to the disaster,"

WHEREAS:

In the intervening years, Union Carbide Corporation abandoned all responsibility for the site or the plight of survivors and their children; and

   

WHEREAS:

Union Carbide Corporation has refused to submit to the jurisdiction of the Indian government in the pending criminal case against it where it is charged with culpable homicide for the deaths allegedly caused by its negligence; and

 

WHEREAS:

Union Carbide Corporation is currently an offender in the eyes of the Indian Government after the Chief Judicial Magistrate's court in Bhopal proclaimed the company an absconder from justice for its failure to honor the process of law; and

   

WHEREAS:

Union Carbide Corporation was purchased by The Dow Chemical Company in 2001; and

 

WHEREAS:

The Dow Chemical Company professes to lead the chemical industry in sustainability and ethical practices; and

WHEREAS,
Dow Chemical continues to violate workers rights here in the United States and globally by failing to maintain safety standards, denying workers rights to a union, and contaminating communities in which workers live.
WHEREAS:

The Dow Chemical Company too has refused to address pending issues in Bhopal or force its subsidiary Union Carbide Corporation to appear in the Indian court to face criminal charges; now therefore be it

WHEREAS 

WHEREAS,
 The City of Cambridge is a City for Peace and is reproachful of practices which endanger human life; and,

The City of Cambridge pursues sustainable and environmentally friendly purchasing practices where possible, we hereby
RESOLVED:

That the City Council go on record recommending that the members of the Cambridge Retirement Board of Trustees vote its Dow Chemical stocks in favor of resolutions referencing the welfare and concerns of the Bhopal survivors and where possible co-file said resolutions, until the company has adequately addressed the human rights concerns of the Bhopal Disaster survivors.
RESOLVED:
  The City Council further recommends that in absence of a shareholder resolution, that the Trustees raise concerns with the management of the company regarding Bhopal.

RESOLVED:

That the City Council go on record recommending that the members of the Cambridge Retirement Board of Trustees divest of Dow Chemical bonds and refrain from future purchases of Dow bonds, until the company has adequately addressed the human rights issues of the Bhopal Disaster survivors. "
  

RESOLVED:

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably copy of this resolution to the Cambridge Retirement Board of Trustees on behalf of the entire City Council.    


	
	

	ORDERED:
	That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to instruct the appropriate City departments to conduct an audit of what Dow products the City of Cambridge currently purchases and to report back to the City Council on what substitute products are available and what process Cambridge might take to transition to substitute products; and be it further

	
	

	ORDERED:
	That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to instruct the appropriate City departments to assist in the December 3, 2006 Cambridge Day of Remembrance for Victims of Industrial Disasters and Pollution by planning activities and seminars regarding the Bhopal disaster, corporate accountability and advancing precautionary measures that can be taken by the public and private sector to prevent chemical releases, disasters, and public health incidents within the City's borders. 

	RESOLVED:
	That this City Council go on record proclaiming December 3, 2006 as "Cambridge Day of Remembrance for Victims of Industrial Disasters and Pollution;"; and be it further 

	
	    

	RESOLVED:
	That this day will be a day of activities and seminars regarding the Bhopal disaster, corporate accountability and advancing precautionary measures that can be taken by the public and private sector to prevent chemical releases, disasters and public health incidents within the City's borders; and be it further

	
	

	RESOLVED:
	That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed copy of this resolution to the government of Bhopal, India and Dow Chemical Company.  


