The Bhopal Chronology of Events

December 2-3, 1984 - Poisonous gas leak from Union Carbide’s pesticides factory. First Information Report filed on December 4. In three days around 8,000 people die: www.bhopal.net/death-toll.html
December 7, 1984 - Prime accused Warren Anderson amongst nine others arrested in India – Anderson is released on bail of 25,000 rupees, upon a promise to return. 

December 1, 1987 - Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) files charge sheet against Warren Anderson, chairman of UCC, and eleven other accused including UCC (USA), Union Carbide (Eastern) Hong Kong, and UCIL. Summons served on Anderson, accused #1 and UCC, accused #10 on charges of culpable homicide.

July 6, 1988 - Chief Judicial Magistrate (CJM), Bhopal, issues letters rogatory to the U.S. Administration seeking permission for the CBI to inspect the safety systems installed at the MIC unit of UCC's premier pesticide plant at Institute, West Virginia, USA.

February 9, 1989 - CJM, Bhopal, issues non-bailable warrant of arrest against Warren Anderson for repeatedly ignoring summons.

February 14, 1989 - U.S. Administration grants permission to the CBI to inspect the safety systems of UCC's pesticide plant at Institute, West Virginia, USA, for purposes of comparison of the safety standards with that of the safety systems installed at the Bhopal plant. 

February 14-15, 1989 - While the matter relating to payment of interim compensation was being heard before the Supreme Court of India, UCC and the Government of India (GOI) reached a settlement. The settlement stipulated inter alia that UCC would pay $470 million as compensation and the GOI would withdraw the criminal cases instituted against the accused in the Bhopal gas leak disaster case.

Feb – Mar 1989 - Public protest against the unjust settlement followed by filing of a number of review and writ petitions against the settlement in the Supreme Court by the Bhopal Gas Peedith Mahila Udyog Sangatan (BGPMUS), the Bhopal Gas Peedith Sangarsh Sahayog Samiti (BGPSSS) and other concerned groups.

October 3, 1991 - Supreme Court of India revoked criminal immunity granted to UCC and all other accused in the Bhopal gas leak disaster case in response to review and writ petitions filed by BGPMUS, BGPSSS and others. To meet the medical needs of the gas victims, the Court further ordered the Government of India to construct a 500-bed hospital. The construction cost of the hospital and its running cost for eight years was to be borne by UCC and UCIL.

November 11, 1991 - Criminal cases against all the accused revived in the CJM's Court at Bhopal.

January 1, 1992 - Proclamation for Anderson's appearance published in the Washington Post.

February 1, 1992 - After ignoring four court summonses, Anderson is proclaimed “absconding from justice” -- a fugitive from law. UCC (USA) and UCE (Hong Kong) also proclaimed absconders.

February 21, 1992 - Proclamation of CJM published in the Washington Post declaring UCC (USA) an absconder and ordering UCC to present itself before the CJM on 27/3/1992.

April 30, 1992 – In the light of their continued non-appearance in court, magistrate in pending criminal proceedings attaches of the shares and properties of Union Carbide India Limited (UCIL) held by UCC.

May 22, 1992 - The criminal case (R.T. No.2792/87) was committed to trial by the CJM, Bhopal, after separating 3 of the 12 accused - namely, accused Nos.1, 10 and 11 - who had been proclaimed as absconders on 1/2/1992.

April 5, 1993 - BGPSSS, BGPMUS and BGIA submitted a petition to Shri Narasimha Rao, Prime Minister, GOI, highlighting five issues of utmost importance which were causing grave concern to the victims of the Bhopal gas leak disaster. The issues related to payment of interim relief, economic rehabilitation, payment of final compensation, Medical relief and research, and prosecution of the guilty.

April 22, 1994 - BGPSSS addressed letters to the Minister for Chemicals & Fertilizers, Minister for External Affairs and Minister for Home Affairs, GOI, regarding the inordinate delay in seeking the extradition of Warren Anderson. It was pointed out that a non-bailable warrant of arrest issued by the CJM, Bhopal, had been pending against the accused since 27/3/1992.

September 20, 1994 - CBI gives an undertaking to the Court that the facts relating to the extradition proceedings undertaken by the GOI would be placed before the Court within a month. [The relevant facts of the case have not been placed before the CJM to this day.]

November 1994 – Despite numerous petitions by survivors’ groups, Supreme Court of India allows Union Carbide to sell off its encumbered assets to fund the 500-bed hospital. Criminal proceedings against Union Carbide become difficult to enforce because, although the accused refuse to appear in court, Carbide no longer has any assets in India.

August 16, 1996 - A delegation of survivors, along with a representatives of central trade unions, women, students and youth organisations and others, meet the Union Minister for External Affairs, and submit a petition urging the Central Government to execute the order of the CJM, Bhopal, dated 27/3/1992, and seek the extradition of Warren Anderson from USA to India to stand trial. The Minister assured the delegation that he would do all he could to expedite the process.

September 1996 - Supreme Court dilutes charges against Indian officials of Union Carbide India Limited (subsidiary majority owned by Union Carbide Corporation [UCC]), partly on grounds that culpability lies with UCC.

November 26, 1996 - M.P. Public Health Engineering Department’s State Research Laboratory again tests water from 11 community tubewells, finding large amounts of chemicals dissolved in the water. The report concludes “it is established that this pollution is due to chemicals used in the Union Carbide factory that have proven to be extremely harmful for health. Therefore the use of this water for drinking must be stopped immediately.”
November 28, 1997 - BGPSSS, BGIA and BGPMUS again plead before the CJM, Bhopal to direct the CBI and the Government of India to seek extradition of Warren Anderson and authorised representatives of UCC (USA) and UCE (Hong Kong) to face criminal trial in India.

August 1999 - Union Carbide announces forthcoming merger with Dow Chemical Company.

November 1999 - Several individual victims of the Bhopal disaster and survivors organizations file a class action suit against Union Carbide and its former CEO, Warren Anderson, in the Southern District Court of New York (federal court), charging Carbide with violating international human rights law, environmental law, and international criminal law. (Sajida Bano et al v. Union Carbide Corporation and Warren Anderson)

April, 2000 – Class action suit by shareholder against Dow Chemical for their failure disclose Union Carbide’s Bhopal-related liabilities to the Securities & Exchange Commission.

August 2000 – Judge Keenan of the SDNY Court summarily dismisses the class action suit filed by survivors. Lawyers acting for the survivor plaintiffs appeal the decision. 

February 2001 – Dow-Carbide merger occurs. Dow inherits assets and liabilities of Union Carbide. However, Dow claims it is not responsible for a factory it didn’t operate. Survivors demand Dow should be held responsible for all medical and environmental liabilities in Bhopal and for the potential sentences of fine that may be imposed against UCC in the ongoing criminal trial against it. Dow's $10 billion acquisition of Union Carbide opens the possibility of enforcing criminal liability against the corporation as Dow has four subsidiaries and substantial assets in India. 

February 28, 2001 - 300 Bhopal survivors and 100 trade unionists and supporters besiege Dow Chemical's Indian headquarters in Bombay. Dow’s offices are occupied for more than four hours. The protesters hung banners from the building that read: "Dow: You Now Have Union Carbide's Blood on Your Hands"" and "Killer Carbide is Now Dow Chemical" and demanded a formal meeting with the Dow leadership in India. A memorandum was handed over demanding that Dow assume the ongoing moral and legal liability for the 1984 disaster. The group also demanded that Dow stop production and marketing of Dursban in India, which had been severely restricted in the U.S. due to public health considerations. 

March 2001 – Dow India files a lawsuit against the survivors for the demonstrations outside its Mumbai office. http://www.bhopal.net/actionplaint.html
November 2001 - U.S. Second Circuit Court of Appeals reinstates parts of the class action, allowing all claims of pollution and contamination unrelated to the disaster to proceed. Internal documents are to be obtained from Union Carbide via the discovery process: http://www.earthrights.org/irtk/bhopal/shtml
January 2002 - A report by Delhi-based Srishti for the Fact Finding Mission on Bhopal finds lead and mercury in the breast milk of nursing mothers in neighboring communities. http://www.bhopal.net/documentlibrary/survivingbhopal2002.doc
January 9, 2002 - Dow accepts Carbide’s liabilities in the U.S. and settles a Texas asbestos lawsuit originally filed against Union Carbide. Its share price skids 23 percent to close at $26.83 on Jan. 18. The plunge wipes out $7.16 billion in equity and put Dow shares back where they were in October 2000.

May 24, 2002 – The CBI, working under the Home Ministry, applies in the CJM, Bhopal to dilute outstanding charges against Warren Anderson, from "culpable homicide" to "criminal negligence". Whilst the former carries a possible sentence of ten years, the latter is up to two years and is not extraditable under the terms of the US-India extradition treaty. According to legal opinion, “It is not within the experience of the law that an accused who absconds and evades the process of law and justice is rewarded by dilution of charges.’

June 29, 2002  – Launch of an indefinite hunger strike in Delhi - in temperatures up to 47 degrees - by representatives of three survivors organizations due to CBI’s May 2002 proposal to lower criminal charges against Warren Anderson from culpable homicide to criminal negligence. A global relay hunger strike also announced. 

July 17 – August 15, 2002 – Diane Wilson, member of a women’s collective named “Unreasonable Woman,” starts a 30 day hunger strike outside a Dow facility in Seadrift, Texas. http://www.bhopal.net/presscoverage/houstonchronicle/archive/20020812hungerforjustice.html
July 18, 2002 – After the collapse of two of the hunger strikers and the CJM’s postponement of a ruling on the dilution of charges, the Delhi hunger strike ends. In the worldwide relay, over a thousand separate hunger strikers from India, USA, UK, France, Italy, China, South Africa and other countries take part.
August 26, 2002 - Diane Wilson chains herself to a 70 foot ethylene oxide tower at the Dow plant in Seadrift, Texas and unfurls a banner that reads ‘Dow, responsible for Bhopal’. She is charged with criminal trespass.

August 27, 2002 - Rasheeda Bi speaks against corporate 'greenwash' at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg.

August 28, 2002 - Charges of culpable homicide against Warren Anderson reaffirmed by Chief Judicial Magistrate Kothe in Bhopal court. Court demands his immediate extradition from the U.S. to India.

August 28, 2002 – ICJB representatives take action at a polluting Dow facility in South Africa during the Johannesburg Earth Summit. 

August 29, 2002 - Following a lead from the UK's Daily Mirror, Greenpeace finds Warren Anderson and visits him at luxury home in New York, U.S: he has been in hiding for over a decade. Greenpeace serves him an arrest warrant.

September 2, 2002 – The ICJB, along with Mumbai-based student activists, demonstrate outside Dow India Headquarters in Bombay to coincide with the Ministerial meeting at WSSD.

September 12, 2002 - Diane Wilson and others sit on hunger strike for justice in Bhopal outside the UN building in NYC, where heads of State of both the USA and India addressed the UN general assembly.

September 13, 2002 - Diane Wilson and others protest outside Anderson's house in 

Bridgehampton, Long Island. 

September 30, 2002 - A new study from The People’s Science Institute, Dehra Dun confirms the presence of mercury in Bhopal drinking water, in some places as high as two micrograms per liter, and warns of grave risk to health. People have been drinking the water for 18 years after the gas leak.

October 6, 2002 - Survivors in Bhopal launch the “Jhaadoo Maaro Dow Ko” campaign. The phrase means "Hit Dow with a broom." In India, the broom is a powerful symbol. By giving it, survivors are inviting Dow to clean up its toxic mess and promising they will sweep Dow out of India if it does not. http://www.bhopal.net/jhadoomaro.html
October 18, 2002 - School children demonstrate before the Bhopal district court during the hearing on the criminal case. The prosecution CBI tells the court that all paperwork related to Anderson's extradition is nearly complete. Reporting on the ongoing procedure of "verification" of the merger between Union Carbide and Dow, Indian Central Bureau for Investigation representative, Mr Sahay, states that he has appealed to the Union government to name Dow alongside its criminally absconding subsidiary Union Carbide. Once permission is granted, Dow Chemical will also be an accused in the case. http://www.bhopal.net/chlldrensprotest.html
October 20, 2002 – State of Madhya Pradesh, in which Bhopal is located, announces that it will petition the Indian Supreme Court to compel Dow Chemical to clean up the contaminated soil and ground water at the Union Carbide factory site (http://www.indianexpress.com/archive_full_story.php?content_id=11645), thus beginning Dow’s ‘week of horrors’.  http://www.bhopal.net/weekofhorrors.html
October 21 – 23, 2002 - Indian Minister of State for Home Affairs, I D Swamy, and External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, in separate interviews tell reporters that India is proceeding with an application to extradite Carbide’s ex-CEO Warren Anderson from the U.S. 

October 23, 2002 - G Krishnaveni and others in the International Campaign for 

Justice in Bhopal [ICJB] present a broom to Dow CEO Michael Parker, a guest 

speaker at the Tenth Annual Houston Conservation Leadership Awards luncheon at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. http://www.bhopal.net/maarijhaadosaaleko.html
October 25, 2002 - Mrs. Rashida Bi, Bhopal survivor, and Dr. Quaiser of Sambhavana Clinic, go on a 16-day tour with Greenpeace through France, Belgium, Netherlands and Italy, where they confront executives of Dow Chemical and chemical industry associations in different countries with jhadoos they had carried with them from Bhopal. They also meet with victims of other chemical disasters, Dow workers, members of parliament and other public officials, and make a presentation at the European Social Forum in Naples, Italy. http://www.bhopal.net/rashida-drqaiser.html
November 9, 2002  – Bhopal survivor Champa Devi Shukla takes the Jhadoo Maro campaign to Cuddalore and Chennai in Tamil Nadu, India. http://www.bhopal.net/jhadoomaro.html
November 10, 2002 - More than 400 pollution-impacted people in Cuddalore, including women wielding brooms, fisherfolk and farmers joined activists from the ICJB demanding justice for the survivors of the Union Carbide disaster. The march was led by veteran Bhopal activist and gas victim, Mrs. Champa Devi Shukla. 

November 11, 2002 - About 60 people, including villagers, women activists and workers, marched to the gates of Anabond Essex, a Dow joint venture in Pondicherry, to deliver brooms as a message to Dow.

November 11, 2002  – Plaintiffs organizations share documents from the discovery process of the U.S. class action suit with the Indian Central Bureau of Investigations (CBI).  CBI acknowledges that the documents will be of great use for prosecution and the extradition of Warren Anderson.

November 13, 2002 – At a solidarity march organised by the Tamilnadu Women's 

Collective, 200 broom-wielding women, including 50 in black sarees, demanded justice in Bhopal. http://www.bhopal.net/chennaireport.html
November 14, 2002 – Survivors release documents obtained via discovery in the New York class action. Documents show that UCC imposed ‘unproven technology’ in the critical MIC unit in order to cut costs and retain control of their Indian subsidiary. http://www.bhopal.net/unproventechnology.html
November 18, 2002 - About two hundred children took over the heavily-contaminated solar-evaporation ponds. Signposts cautioning people about the toxic contaminants are put up, and a billboard in English, Hindi and Urdu is installed calling upon DOW to clean up the soil and water. Some people have been digging up soil from the area and using it to build their houses. Greenpeace activists from USA, UK, Australia, Netherlands, Thailand, Italy, Belgium, France, Brazil, Norway, and India participated.

November 22, 2002 – Plaintiffs of the New York class action suit make public more secret documents obtained from Union Carbide via discovery. The documents show that Union Carbide tested soil and water in and around its factory in Bhopal after the disaster and found them to be heavily contaminated. It did not make this information public but used another report, which said there was no contamination, to appease the public and the government of India. The confidential documents show they considered the findings of this report to be unreliable. http://www.bhopal.net/poisonpapers.html
December 3, 2002 – Nine investment firms, which collectively manage a total of $13 billion, send a letter to Dow Chemical CEO Michael Parker and Chairman William Stavropoulos expressing their concern about the company's continued unwillingness to accept its responsibilities in Bhopal. Citing damage to Dow's reputation and the undermining of its "commitment to sustainability" the companies wrote "We are also concerned about a potential judgment the company may face in a pending lawsuit in the U.S. over groundwater contamination from improper waste disposal at Union Carbide's Bhopal facility as well as ongoing litigation in Bhopal, India for compensation, environmental remediation, and medical rehabilitation." http://www.trilliuminvest.com/pages/news/news_detail.asp?ArticleID=203&status=CurrentIssue&Page=HotNews
December 13, 2002 – Citing weak financial performance, Dow replaces CEO Michael Parker with Board Chair and former CEO William Stavropoulos. The downturn in Dow’s financial performance and stock value is parallel with its purchase of Union Carbide.

December 19, 2002 – Dow India files a lawsuit in the Mumbai High Court against the survivors, demanding about US$10,000 compensation for "loss of work" as a result of the survivors’ peaceful demonstration outside Dow gates.

February 27, 2003 - In the Indian Parliament the Parliamentary 'Committee on government assurances' presents their report strongly recommending that the government move on Anderson's extradition without delay, and strongly attacking the government’s apathy so far. http://www.bhopal.net/gov_explain.html
March 5, 2003 - A writ petition is filed on behalf of 36 survivors representing the 36 

municipal wards declared to be gas affected by the government. The petition alleges that the fundamental constitutional rights of equality before law and right to life of the victims of the disaster have been violated due to non-payment of interest on the compensation amount to the claimants. http://www.bhopal.net/Bhopal-comp.doc
March 18, 2003  - The Michigan Student Assembly at the University of Michigan passes a historic resolution, calling on Dow to clean up Bhopal and calling on the University to refuse all of the company's donations until it does.

March 18, 2003 - Federal judge John F Keenan again throws out the class action lawsuit filed by Bhopal survivors and supporters, saying Union Carbide had done 

enough and that too much time had passed. http://www.bhopal.net/uscad2.html
March 25, 2003 – Three survivors’ groups, the BGIA and attorney Raj Sharma hold a press conference in Bhopal to announce their decision to appeal the dismissal of the class action by Judge Keenan of the Southern District Court of New York. http://www.bhopal.net/uscad1.html
April 4, 2003 - The Supreme Court of India directs the Union Government to submit a detailed reply to the issues raised by survivors of Bhopal regarding the balance of compensation funds in their writ petition filed on March 5, 2003. http://www.bhopal.net/supcourt.html
April 4, 2003 - New York's state attorney this week said he plans to sue Dow AgroSciences LLC for allegedly breaching a 1994 agreement against false advertising of a pesticide. The action involves Dow's widely used pesticide, Dursban. As part of the 1994 agreement, the company was supposed to stop making claims that the product was "safe," State Attorney Eliot Spitzer said in a statement. http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20371/story.htm
April 8-9, 2003 - During the Criminal case court hearing in Bhopal, Judge Kothe asks the CBI to report in the next court hearing on the progress of Warren Anderson's extradition, and on the verification of merger between Dow-Carbide with a view to include Dow in the criminal case.

April, 2003 – Plaintiffs in the class action dismissed by Judge Keenan submit an appeal requesting that the case be reinstated.

May 12, 2003 – ICJB and US supporters demonstrate outside the Indian embassy in Washington D.C, demanding extradition of Anderson and indictment of Dow.

May 2003 – The Indian Government conveys its request for extradition of Anderson to the US Government via its embassy in Washington D.C.

16 July 2003 – CBI submits merger documents to CJM and requests CJM to make a decision on inclusion of Dow in the criminal case. The court directs CBI to pursue speedy action on the extradition of Warren Anderson.

November 2003 – Boston Common Asset Management files a shareholder resolution on behalf of its client Brethren Benefit Trust Inc. calling on Dow to prepare a report describing the initiatives it has instituted to address the specific health, environmental and social concerns of the Bhopal survivors. The resolution also requests that Dow quantify and analyze the impacts that the Bhopal disaster may reasonably pose to the company, its reputation, its finances, and its expansion in Asia and elsewhere.

February 26, 2004 – Bhopal Group for Information and Action files application in the criminal case being heard in the CJM’s court in Bhopal requesting the court to issue summons to The Dow Chemical Co., USA, asking Dow to produce its subsidiary Union Carbide to face criminal trial.
March 17, 2004 – The Second Circuit Court of Appeals (New York) remands the class action suit filed by Bhopal survivors (Bano et al v. Union Carbide Corporation and Warren Anderson) in part. Significantly, the Court holds that the Federal court (SDNY) may consider the survivors’ claims for environmental remediation of  toxic wastes and contamination at the former Union Carbide site provided the Government of India submits a letter supporting such a claim to the New York court.

April, 2004: All the pretrial hearings in New York case are transferred from Judge Keenan’s court to Judge Pitman’s court. 

April 15, 2004: The City of San Francisco became the first US city to pass a resolution urging The Dow Chemical Company to address pending issues facing the survivors of the 1984 Union Carbide disaster in Bhopal, Indian and to observe December 3, 2004 the 20th anniversary of the disaster ​as Bhopal Remembrance Day. 

April 21, 2004: Innovest group launches a major report on Dow’s liabilities called 

“Major Investor Risks Under the Radar at Dow Chemical.” This report details the significant unreported, or underreported environmental risks facing the company. Available at http://www.innovestgroup.com/pdfs/2004-04_Dow_Report.pdf. 
April 26- May 3, 2004: In a week long action, students across the United States served members of the Dow Chemical Board of Directors with an official summons issued by the Indian Government for Dow’s wholly-owned subsidiary, Union Carbide, to appear for trial in India. The actions were organized by Students for Bhopal as part of an intensifying student movement against Dow, the first since the Vietnam War. 

May 7, 2004: The Supreme Court of India has directed the MP government to immediately supply drinking water through pipeline to the community residing around the contaminated Dow/Union Carbide factory site.

May 13, 2004: The survivors of the 1984 Bhopal gas leak as well as several supporters protest against Dow Chemical headquarters in Midland, Michigan for its ongoing refusal to address its pending liabilities in Bhopal. More than 6% of Dow shareholders voted in favor of the Bhopal resolution

May 18, 2004: ICJB members met with CBI to discuss the slow pace of the hearings, inclusion of Dow as accused, and follow up on Anderson’s Extradition. 

May 22, 2004: ICJB launches fax/email campaign to pressure the Indian and MP government to issue the ‘the ‘No Objection Certificate’ needed in the New York District Court. 

June 7, 2004: Government of MP recommends to the Central government, that the ‘No Objection Certificate’, which is needed in the American Court for disposal of Toxic Chemicals at Union Carbide plant site at Bhopal, should be issued.

June 15, 2004: Non-resident Indians, students and other supporters gathered outside the Indian embassy in Washington, DC, and the four Indian consulates around the nation to demand that the Indian Government allow Union Carbide to cleanup its abandoned factory site in Bhopal, if ordered by a US Court. 

June 16, 2004: ​The Bhopal Court issues a notice to Dow to appear in the court in the context of ongoing criminal case against Union Carbide.
June 18, 2004: Two gas survivors Rashida Bee, Shahid Noor and long time activist Sathyu launched the hunger strike to obtain ‘No Objection Certificate’ from Government of India regarding the clean up and decontamination of the UCIL plant site. This NOC was needed in the NY district court by June 30th, 2004. Over 400 survivors from Bhopal also attended the launch of the fast in Delhi. 

June 21, 2004: The Bhopal supporters demonstrated outside the Indian embassies in Washington D.C., and Houston in solidarity with the Bhopalis who have been on a hunger fast from last 3 days. 

June 23, 2004: After 6 days of grueling hunger strike, out of which 3 days were without water, Ministry of Chemicals decided to issue the ‘No Objection Certificate’ to New York Court. This was a significant victory for Bhopal Campaign and global solidarity. About 2800 supporters sent faxes to the Indian Government; 300 joined the relay fast, dozens protested multiple times outside every Indian Government office in US and India.

July 13, 2004: US government rejects Warren Anderson’s extradition request. The rejection was on technical grounds like non-framing of charges against Warren Anderson in the ongoing criminal case in Bhopal district court.

July 19, 2004: The Supreme Court today ordered the Government to distribute the balance of compensation remaining from Union Carbide’s settlement amount (Rs 1503 crores) among the 566,876 Bhopal survivors whose claims have been successfully settled.

Aug 2, 2004: Dow Chemical Co. announced that Andrew Liveris, the chemical giant's current president and chief operating officer, would replace William Stavropoulos as chief executive.
Sep 2, 2004: Court hearing in the MP high court regarding the petition filed by Alok Pratap Singh. High Court has asked the Central government and the Factory management to respond to the petition filed in High Court regarding the chemical contamination, which is in and around the Union Carbide factory premises. The next hearing is on Sep 15. 

Sep 3, 2004: Dow files their reply in the Bhopal Criminal case stating that DCIPL has no relationship TDCC. It also said that TDCC did not merge with Union Carbide, infact it was a company called Transnational. 

Sep 10, 2004: Additional submissions were submitted to CJM court in regards to DCIPL response. 

Sep. 28, 2004: Tired of waiting for the government of Madhya Pradesh to obey a five-month-old Supreme Court order to supply clean water to contaminated areas, communities bearing the brunt of Carbide's water poisoning today forced the issue with a blockade of two of Bhopal's main roads. 

Sep. 30, 2004: Congressman Frank Pallone introduces a resolution before the US Congress to recognize the 20th anniversary of the Bhopal disaster and express commitment to work with the Government of India and others to ensure that Union Carbide provides environmental and medical rehabilitation of the affected area and is held responsible for its actions.

Oct. 24, 2004: More than 2000 Bhopal survivors and their supporters will demonstrate in Delhi on October 26 to protest against those who are trying to grab a share of the undistributed compensation fund that the Supreme Court has ruled belongs solely to the survivors of Union Carbide's 1984 gas disaster.

Oct. 28, 2004: Presumably in response to developments before the Chief Judicial Magistrate’s court in Bhopal, where Dow has been claiming that Union Carbide is a separate company, a hastily flung together website for Union Carbide is placed on the web. It had only two pages, identical in design to Dow's. The other pages were linked back to dow.com with the feeble comment that - "Some unioncarbide.com content is hosted on www.dow.com, the website of our parent company."

Nov. 11, 2004: Thousand of Indians around Bhopal remain at risk of poisoning 20 years after a major disaster in the city, an investigation by the BBC reveals.

Nov. 24, 2004: More than 250 people in Mayiladuthurai, Tamilnadu, the constituency of Minister of Petroleum Mani Shankar Aiyar, today held a demonstration in solidarity with the survivors of the Bhopal disaster demanding that Union Carbide’s new owner Dow Chemical be barred from bidding for a technology contract in Indian Oil Corporation’s proposed refinery complex in Paradeep, Orissa.

Nov. 29, 2004: Amnesty International releases its report, "Clouds of Injustice" and calls on Dow-Carbide to effectively and promptly decontaminate the Bhopal factory site and groundwater; make public all information it has on all reaction products released on the day of the gas leak, their toxicity and impact on people and the environment; appear before the Bhopal Court in the criminal case; and provide full reparations, restitution, compensation and rehabilitation for the continuing damage done to people’s health and the environment by the ongoing contamination of the site. 

Dec. 1-5, 2004: Students from more than 60 colleges, universities, and high schools worldwide organized events this week to mark the 20th anniversary of the Bhopal disaster, and to demand that Dow Chemical resolve its legal and moral responsibilities for the “Hiroshima of the chemical industry”.

Dec. 17, 2004: The European Parliament adopts a resolution calling for a UN factfinding mission to Bhopal; for the Governments of India and Madhya Pradesh to ensure the prompt clean up of the Union Carbide factory site, a regular and adequate supply of safe water to affected communities, and adequate and accessible healthcare for all survivors; and a reassessment of the compensation received by victims under the 1989 settlement. 
Jan. 6, 2005: The Chief Judicial Magistrate in Bhopal summons the Dow Chemical Company, based in the US, to appear in court to explain why it has not produced its subsidiary, Union Carbide, to face its charges before the Bhopal court.

Jan. 27, 2005: Dow wins 2005 Public Eye Award for Worst Corporation in the human rights category of its excrescence awards, for a legacy that encompasses encompassing Agent Orange, Asbestos, Dioxin, Dursban, DDT, Napalm and Bhopal. 

For constant updates and the latest news as it occurs, please keep checking:

http://www.bhopal.net

UCC – Union Carbide Corporation

BGPMUS – Bhopal Gas Peedith Mahila Udyog Sangathan

BGPSSS - Bhopal Gas Peedith Sangarsh Sahayog Samiti

BPMSKS - Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila Stationery Karamchari Sangh

BGIA – Bhopal Group for Information and Action 

CJM – Chief Judicial Magistrate (District Court)

CBI – Central Bureau of Investigation










