**NEWS ADVISORY**

“RUN FOR YOUR LIFE!” 3K RACE TO RE-CREATE BHOPAL DISASTER 

WHO:           Justice for Bhopal (a University of Michigan student group), Greenpeace, and the Association for India’s Development.

WHAT:        “Run for Your Life!” A 3K Race for Human Rights, Corporate Decency, and the 500,000 Victims of the Bhopal Disaster.

Tens of thousands of people ran for their lives on the night of Dec. 3rd, 1984. A chemical plant in Bhopal, India, had begun leaking tons of deadly gases, and the gases quickly spread throughout the city. Nearly half a million people were exposed to the gas, and 20,000 have died to date. 120,000 were severely injured.

“Run for Your Life” recreates the tragedy here in Ann Arbor. The race begins with a “gas explosion” which participants will try to outrun. The Grim Reaper will also run, collecting his victims; a HazMat unit will decontaminate those who cross the finish line. Those who “survive” the race will have access to medical facilities, something many of the Bhopal victims lack; all winners will receive “prizes.” 

WHEN:        Sunday, April 6, 1:30 PM.

WHERE:     Dow Laboratory, on the University of Michigan’s Central Campus, Diag side.

WHY:          The race is designed to educate the University of Michigan community about the Bhopal disaster, the plight of the victims, and their continued suffering at the hands of Dow Chemical, which refuses to clean up the contaminated Bhopal site. 

On December 3rd, 1984, a devastating chemical accident, widely acknowledged as the worst industrial accident in history, occurred at a Union Carbide plant in Bhopal, India. None of the plant’s safety systems were operational, allowing deadly gas to spread throughout the city. Roughly half a million people were exposed to the gas and 20,000 have died to date as a result of their exposure. More than 120,000 people still suffer from such ailments as blindness, extreme difficulty in breathing, and gynecological disorders. 

Tragically, the site of the accident has never been properly cleaned up and it continues to poison the people of Bhopal. In 2001, the Dow Chemical Corporation purchased Union Carbide, thereby acquiring its assets and liabilities. However Dow has refused to clean up the site, provide safe drinking water, compensate the victims, or disclose the composition of the gas leak, information that could potentially save many lives. 

The route, extending from the Dow Laboratory to the University Hospitals, is meant to dramatize both Dow’s ongoing liability and its association with the University of Michigan. The Michigan Student Assembly recently condemned Dow’s position on Bhopal and called on the University to refuse all donations from the company. 

REGISTER: Email bhopal.info@umich.edu or just show up! More info at

 
        www.umich.edu/~bhopal/run.htm

CONTACT: Ryan Bodanyi, Justice for Bhopal 

rbodanyi@umich.edu

(734) 622-0035
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